
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
 

December 20th, 2020 

4:00 p.m. 

Via Livestream 

 

 

 

 



 
Welcome to St. Augustine’s Church 

 

We are part of the worldwide Anglican Church, although many of us come from a variety of Christian 

backgrounds or none. We are located near the centre of Lethbridge, Alberta but our congregation is spread all 

over the city and region. Wherever you are on your spiritual journey, you are welcome to join our church family 

as we learn to follow Jesus. 

 

Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, 

and shall call his name Immanuel. 

 —Isaiah 7:14 

 

It is a particular joy to welcome you to this service of Advent Lessons and Carols.  Advent is a season of both 

quiet reflection and joyful expectation.  This service is intended to be a time of spiritual preparation, as we 

watch and wait for the coming of the Kingdom of God.  Through our experience of sacred Word and music, the 

story of the coming of Christ gradually unfolds and deepens our understanding of God’s message of love and 

redemption.  The liturgy itself embodies the sense of Advent movement in the increasingly powerful prophecies 

and promises of Holy Scripture.  May these words and this music propel you quietly toward the true joy of 

Christmas.    

 

 

This service will be sung and played by musicians of St. Augustine’s Church: 

 

Joanne Collier, Music Director   Mary Lee Voort, Organist and Pianist  

Karen Hudson, soprano    Erinn Roberts, mezzo-soprano 

Keith Griffioen, baritone    Tanner Lapointe, baritone 

Barb Hignell, handbells    Karin Barg, harp 

Monica Baczuk, flute 

 

Thank you to our Technical Support Team for this service: 

 

Sound - David Hignell, Barry Adams 

Video -   Michaela Gateman, Pat Hammond 

 

 

The Order of service is set forth in this service booklet. 

Please join in singing the carols and in saying the parts printed in bold. 

 

 

 

 

 



Prelude Monica Baczuk, flute and Mary Lee Voort, piano 
 

Carol Once in Royal David’s City 
 

Soloist:  Daniel Griffioen 

 Once in royal David’s city stood a lowly cattle shed, 
where a mother laid her baby in a manger for his bed. 
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child. 
 
He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all, 
and his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall. 
with the poor and mean and lowly lived on earth our Saviour holy. 
 
And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love, 
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above; 
And he leads his children on to the place where he is gone. 
 
Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by, 
we shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high, 
when, like stars, his children crowned all in white shall gather round. 
 

Bidding Prayer The Rev. Steve Bateman 
 
Dear People of God: In this Christmas Season, let it be our duty and delight to hear once 
more the message of the Angels, to go to Bethlehem and see the Son of God lying in a 
manger. 
 
Let us hear and heed in Holy Scripture the story of God’s loving purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against him until the glorious redemption brought to us by his holy Child Jesus, and 
let us make this place glad with our carols of praise. 
 
But first, let us pray for the needs of his whole world, for peace and justice on earth, for the 
unity and mission of the Church for which he died, and especially for his Church in our 
country and in this city of Lethbridge. 
 
And because he particularly loves them, let us remember in his name the poor and helpless, 
the cold, the hungry and the oppressed, the sick and those who mourn, the lonely and 
unloved, the aged and little children, as well as all those who do not know and love the Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 
Finally, let us remember before God his pure and lowly Mother, and that whole multitude 
which no one can number, whose hope was in the Word made flesh, and with whom, in 
Jesus, we are one for evermore. 
 
The Almighty God bless us with his grace; Christ give us the joys of everlasting life; and to the 
fellowship of the citizens above, may the King of Angels bring us all. Amen. 
 
 

 
 



Carol   In the Bleak Midwinter TUNE:  CRANHAM 

  
In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 
earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 
snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 
in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 
 
Our God, heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 
heaven and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign. 
In the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 
the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 
 
Angels and archangels may have gathered there, 
cherubim and seraphim thronged the air; 
but His mother only, in her maiden bliss, 
worshipped the beloved with a kiss. 
 
What can I give Him, poor as I am? 
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a Wise Man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give Him: give my heart. 
 

FIRST LESSON  •  Genesis 3:8-15, 17-19 Read by Keith Griffioen 
God tells sinful Adam that he has lost the life of Paradise and that his seed will bruise the serpent’s 
head.   
 
Then the man and his wife heard the sound of the Lord God as he was walking in the garden in the 

cool of the day, and they hid from the Lord God among the trees of the garden.  But the Lord God 

called to the man, “Where are you?” 

 

He answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; so I hid.” 

 

And he said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you eaten from the tree that I 

commanded you not to eat from?” 

 

The man said, “The woman you put here with me—she gave me some fruit from the tree, and I 

ate it.” 

 

Then the Lord God said to the woman, “What is this you have done?” 

 

The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 

So the Lord God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

 

“Cursed are you above all livestock 

    and all wild animals! 

 



You will crawl on your belly 

    and you will eat dust 

    all the days of your life. 

And I will put enmity 

    between you and the woman, 

    and between your offspring and hers; 

he will crush your head, 

    and you will strike his heel.” 

 

To Adam he said, “Because you listened to your wife and ate fruit from the tree about which I 

commanded you, ‘You must not eat from it,’ 

 

“Cursed is the ground because of you; 

    through painful toil you will eat food from it 

    all the days of your life. 

It will produce thorns and thistles for you, 

    and you will eat the plants of the field. 

By the sweat of your brow 

    you will eat your food 

until you return to the ground, 

    since from it you were taken; 

for dust you are and to dust you will return.” 

 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

   
Choir The Truth From Above R. Vaughan Williams 

  
This is the truth sent from above, 
The truth of God, the God of love, 
Therefore don’t turn me from your door, 
But hearken all both rich and poor. 
 
The first thing which I do relate 
Is that god did man create; 
The next thing which to you I’ll tell 
Woman was made with man to dwell. 
 
Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 
Till God the Lord did interpose; 
And so a promise soon did run 
That he would redeem us by his Son. 
 

Solo I Wonder As I Wander Karin Barg, harp 
 
 
 



SECOND LESSON  •  Genesis 22:15-18 Read by Joanne Collier 
God promises to faithful Abraham that in his seed shall all the nations of the earth be blessed.  
 
The angel of the Lord called to Abraham from heaven a second time and said, “I swear by myself, 
declares the Lord, that because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only son, 
I will surely bless you and make your descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as the 
sand on the seashore. Your descendants will take possession of the cities of their enemies, and 
through your offspring all nations on earth will be blessed, because you have obeyed me.” 
  
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Choir Love Came Down At Christmas Eric Smith 

  
Love came down at Christmas, 
Love all lovely, love divine, 
Love was born at Christmas  
Stars and angels gave the sing. 
Sing Noel! Sing Noel! Sing, sing Noel! 
 
Worship we the Godhead, 
Love incarnate, love divine, 
Worship we our Jesus, 
But wherewith for sacred sign. 
Sing Noel! Sing Noel! Sing, sing Noel! 
 
Love shall be our token, 
Love be yours and love be mine. 
Love to God and all men, 
Love for plea and gift and sign. 
Sing Noel! Sing Noel! Sing, sing Noel! 
 
 

THIRD LESSON  •  Isaiah 9: 2, 6, 7 Read by Wayne Edwards 
The prophet foretells the coming of the Saviour. 
 
The people walking in darkness 
    have seen a great light; 
on those living in the land of deep darkness 
    a light has dawned. 
 
For to us a child is born, 
    to us a son is given, 
    and the government will be on his shoulders. 
And he will be called 
    Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
    Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
 
 



Of the greatness of his government and peace 
    there will be no end. 
He will reign on David’s throne 
    and over his kingdom, 
establishing and upholding it 
    with justice and righteousness 
    from that time on and forever. 
The zeal of the Lord Almighty 
    will accomplish this. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Carol 
 

O Little Town of Bethlehem TUNE: FOREST GREEN 

 O little town of Bethlehem, how still we see thee lie! 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep, the silent stars go by. 
Yet in thy dark streets shineth the everlasting light; 
the hopes and fears of all the years are met in thee tonight. 

 
For Christ is born of Mary and, gathered all above, 
while mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love. 
O morning stars, together proclaim the holy birth, 
and praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth. 

 
How silently, how silently the wondrous gift is given 
as love imparts to human hearts the blessings of God’s heaven! 
No ear may hear His coming; but in this world of sin, 
where meek souls will receive him, still the dear Christ enters in. 

 
O holy child of Bethlehem, descend to us, we pray; 
cast out our sin and enter in; be born in us today. 
we hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell; 
O come to us, abide with us, our Lord Emmanuel. 
 

FOURTH LESSON  •  Isaiah 11:1-3a, 4a, 6-9 Read by Br. Jason Carroll 
The peace that Christ will bring is foreshown. 
 
A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; 
    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit. 
The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him— 
    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, 
    the Spirit of counsel and of might, 
    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord— 
and he will delight in the fear of the Lord. 
 
 
With righteousness he will judge the needy, 
    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth. 



 
The wolf will live with the lamb, 
    the leopard will lie down with the goat, 
the calf and the lion and the yearling together; 
    and a little child will lead them. 
The cow will feed with the bear, 
    their young will lie down together, 
    and the lion will eat straw like the ox. 
The infant will play near the cobra’s den, 
    and the young child will put its hand into the viper’s nest. 
They will neither harm nor destroy 
    on all my holy mountain, 
for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord 
    as the waters cover the sea. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Solo Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silent with Thou Didst Leave Thy 

Throne 
 

Karin Barg, harp 

FIFTH LESSON  •  Luke 1:26-35, 38 Read by Karen Hudson 
The angel Gabriel salutes the Blessed Virgin Mary. 
 
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a town in 
Galilee, to a virgin pledged to be married to a man named Joseph, a descendant of David. The 
virgin’s name was Mary. The angel went to her and said, “Greetings, you who are highly favored! 
The Lord is with you.” 
 
Mary was greatly troubled at his words and wondered what kind of greeting this might be. But the 
angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favor with God. You will conceive and 
give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus. He will be great and will be called the Son of the 
Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over Jacob’s 
descendants forever; his kingdom will never end.” 
 
“How will this be,” Mary asked the angel, “since I am a virgin?” 
 
The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and the power of the Most High will 
overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God. 
 
“I am the Lord’s servant,” Mary answered. “May your word to me be fulfilled.” Then the angel left 
her. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



Choir 
 

My Soul Cries Out (Canticle of the Turning) arr. Mark Hayes 

 My soul cries out with a joyful shout  
that the God of my heart is great, 
and my spirit sings of the Wondrous things  
that you bring to the ones who wait. 
You fixed your sight on your servant's plight  
and my weakness you did not spurn, 
so from east to west shall my name be blest, 
Could the world be about to turn? 
 
Refrain 
My heart shall sing of the day you bring, 
Let the fires of your justice burn, 
Wipe away all tears, for the dawn draws near, 
And the world is about to turn. 
 
Though I am small, my God, my all,  
You work great things in me, 
and your mercy will last from the depths 
of the past to the end of the age to be. 
Your very name puts the proud to shame, 
and to those who would for you yearn, 
You will show your might, put the strong to flight, 
for the world is about to turn.  Refrain. 
 
From the halls of power to the fortress tower, 
Not a stone will be left on stone. 
Let the king beware for your 
justice tears ev'ry tyrant from his throne. 
The hungry poor shall weep no more, 
For the food they can never earn; 
there are tables spread, ev'ry mouth be fed, 
For the world is about to turn.  Refrain. 
 
Though the nations rage from age to age, 
We remember who holds us fast: 
God's mercy must deliver us  
from the conqueror's crushing grasp. 
This saving word that our forebears 
heard is the promise which holds us bound, 
till the spear and rod can be crushed by God, 
Who is turning the world around.  Refrain. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SIXTH LESSON  •  Luke 2:1, 3-7 Read by Daniel Griffioen 
Luke tells of the birth of Jesus. 
 
In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman 
world. 
 
And everyone went to their own town to register. 
 
So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 
David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. He went there to register with Mary, 
who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. While they were there, the time 
came for the baby to be born, and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in 
cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no guest room available for them. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Solo What Child is This? 

 
Barb Hignell, Handbells 

SEVENTH LESSON  •  Luke 2:8-16 Read by Karin Barg 
The shepherds go to the manger. 
 
And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  
An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they 
were terrified.  But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news that will cause 
great joy for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is the 
Messiah, the Lord.  This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 
manger.” 
 
Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 
 
“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
    and on earth peace to those on whom his favor rests.” 
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go 
to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 
 
So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Choir 
 

What Sweeter Music John Rutter 

 What sweeter music can we bring 
Than a carol, for to sing 
The birth of this our heav’nly King? 
Awake the voice!  Awake the string! 
 
Dark and dull night, fly hence away, 
And give the honour to this day, 
That sees December turn’d to May, 
 
Why does the chilling winter’s morn 
Smile, like a field best with corn? 
Or smell like a meadow newly shorn, 
Thus on the sudden?  Come and see 
The cause, why things thus frangrant be: 
‘Tis he is born, whose quick’ning birth 
Gives life and lustre, public mirth, 
To heaven, and the underearth. 
We see him come, and know him ours, 
Who, with his sunshine and his showers, 
Turns the patient ground to flowers, 
Turns all the patient ground to flowers. 
 
The darling of the world is come,  
We fit it is, we find a room 
To welcome him.  The nobler part 
Of all the house here, is the heart, 
Which we will give Him; and bequeath 
This holly, and this ivy wreath, 
To do Him honor; who's our King, 
And Lord of all this reveling. 
 
What sweeter music can we bring 
Than a carol, for to sing 
The birth of this our heav’nly King? 
 

EIGHTH LESSON  •  Matthew 2:1-12 The Rev. Canon Allan McCuaig 
The wise men are led by the star to Jesus. 
 
After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi from the east 
came to Jerusalem and asked, “Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his 
star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
 
When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When he had called 
together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah 
was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 
 



“‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for out of you will come a ruler 
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’” 
 
Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the star had 
appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as 
you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.” 
 
After they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star they had seen when it rose 
went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, 
they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they 
bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts 
of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  And having been warned in a dream not to go back to Herod, 
they returned to their country by another route. 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Carol The First Nowell 

 

TUNE:  THE FIRST NOWELL 

 The first nowell the angel did say 
was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay, 
in fields where they lay keeping their sheep 
on a cold winter’s night that was so deep. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 
They looked up and saw a star, 
shining in the east, beyond them far; 
and to the earth it gave great light, 
and so it continued both day and night. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 
And by the light of that same star  
three wise men cam from country far; 
to seek for a king was their intent, 
and to follow the star wherever it went. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 
Then entered in those wise men three, 
full reverently upon their knee, 
and offered there in his presence 
their gold and myrrh and frankincense. 
Nowell, nowell, nowell, nowell, born is the King of Israel. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



NINTH LESSON  •  John 1:1-14 The Rev. Steve Bateman 
John unfolds the great mystery of the Incarnation. 
 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with 
God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has 
been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the 
darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 
 
There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness to testify concerning 
that light, so that through him all might believe. He himself was not the light; he came only as a 
witness to the light. 
 
The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and 
though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which 
was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who 
believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God— children born not of natural 
descent, nor of human decision or a husband’s will, but born of God. 
 
The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the 
one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
Choir The Glory of the Father 

 
Egil Hovland 

 The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 
In the beginning was the Word. 
The Word was with God. 
In Him was life; and the life was the light of men. 
He came to his own, and his own received him not. 
 
The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us. 
We beheld the glory of the Father, full of grace and truth. 
 

Solo Hark, the Herald Angels Sing 
 

Barb Hignell, Handbells 

Collect and Blessing 
 
 The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 
Let us pray. 
 
 
 



Almighty God, you wonderfully created and yet more wonderfully restored 
our human nature. May we share the divine life of your Son Jesus Christ, 
who humbled himself to share our humanity, and now lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say: 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
May the God of infinite goodness scatter the darkness of sin and brighten your 
hearts with holiness; and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the son, and the 
Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen. 
 

Carol O Come, All Ye Faithful 
 

TUNE:  ADESTE FIDELES 

 O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem:  
Come, and behold him, born the king of angels; 
Refrain 
O come, let us adore Him;  
O come, let us adore Him;  
O come, let us adore Him, Christ, the Lord! 
 
God of god, Light of Light, 
lo, he abhors not the virgin’s womb; 
very God, begotten not created:  Refrain 
 
Sing, choirs of angels; sing in exultation; 
sing, all ye citizens of heaven above!  
Glory to God, all glory in the highest:  Refrain 
 
Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, born this happy morning; 
Jesus, to Thee be all glory given! 
Word of the Father, now in flesh appearing:  Refrain 
 

Postlude  Mary Lee Voort 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Schedule for Livestream Prayer and Worship: 
 

Morning Prayer - Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays @ 9:00am 

Evening Prayer - Tuesdays and Thursdays @ 6:00pm 

Compline - Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays @ 8:45 pm 

 

 

Advent & Christmas Events and Services 
All services via livestream only 

 

Advent Carol Service    Sunday, Nov. 29 @ 4:00pm  

Jazz Vespers     Sunday, Dec. 6 @ 4:00pm  

Christmas Program    Sunday, Dec. 13 @ 10:00AM 

Jazz Vespers     Sunday, Dec. 13 @ 4:00pm  

Nine Lessons & Carols    Sunday, Dec. 20 @ 4:00pm  

Christmas Eve     Thursday, Dec. 24 

❖ Family Holy Communion (candlelight) @ 7:00pm 

Christmas Day     NO SERVICE!! 

First Sunday in Christmas   Sunday, Dec. 27 @ 10:00am 

Epiphany Sunday     Sunday, Jan. 3 @ 10:00am 

 

 

 

 

St. Augustine’s Anglican Church 

411-11 Street South 

Lethbridge, Alberta   T1J 2N9 

Phone: 327-3970  

Fax: 327-7849  

Email: office@staug.org  

Website: www.staug.org 
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