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Ascension Sunday 
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Prelude          Mary Lee Voort 
 
Welcome and Announcements         Rev. Steve Bateman 
 
Children’s Focus 
 
The Gathering of the Community 
Celebrant  Alleluia! Christ is risen.  
People  The Lord is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
 
Celebrant May his grace and peace be with you. 
People May he fill our hearts with joy. 
 
Celebrant Almighty God, 
People to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and from you no secrets are  
             hidden.  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy  
                      Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy  
                      name; through Christ our Lord.  Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn:        #247 “Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise” (v. 1, 3, 6) 
  

Hail the day that sees him rise, alleluia! 
to his throne above the skies;  alleluia! 
Christ, the Lamb for sinners given, alleluia! 
enters now the highest heaven!  Alleluia! 
 
Highest heaven its Lord receives, alleluia! 
yet he loves the earth he leaves; alleluia! 
Though returning to his throne, alleluia! 
Still he calls the world his own.  Alleluia! 
 
Lord, though parted from our sight, alleluia! 
far above the starry height, alleluia! 
grant our hearts may thither rise, alleluia! 
Seeking thee above the skies.  Alleluia! 

 

 

 



Glory to God 
 
All Glory, glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to people of good will. 
We praise you, we bless you,  
we adore you, we glorify you, 
we give you thanks for your great glory,  
Lord God, heavenly King, 
O God, almighty Father. 

 
Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,  
Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father,  
you take away the sins of the world, have mercy on us; 
you take away the sins of the world, receive our prayer; 
you are seated at the right hand of the Father, 
have mercy on us. 

 
For you alone are the Holy One,  
you alone are the Lord, 
you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, 
with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. 
Amen. 

 
The Collect of the Day 
Celebrant Let us pray    (All kneel) 

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven that he 
might rule over all things as Lord. Keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit and in 
the bond of his peace, and bring the whole of creation to worship at his feet, who 
is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

 
The Proclamation of the Word 

At the conclusion of each reading, the reader shall say: The Word of the Lord. 
And the people shall respond:  Thanks be to God. 

 
First Reading        Acts 1: 1-11         Sara Gateman 
 
1 In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to 
teach 2 until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy 
Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his suffering, he presented himself to them 
and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of 
forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating 



with them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my 
Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized 
with[a] water, but in a few days you will be baptized with[b] the Holy Spirit.” 
 
6 Then they gathered around him and asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to 
restore the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or 
dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 9 After he said this, he was taken up before their 
very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  
 
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men 
dressed in white stood beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand 
here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, 
will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.” 
                                 

Second Reading         Ephesians 1: 15-23     Len Robinson  
 
15 For this reason, ever since I heard about your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for 
all God’s people, 16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my 
prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may 
give you the Spirit[a] of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. 18 I pray 
that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, 19 and his 
incomparably great power for us who believe. That power is the same as the mighty 
strength 20 he exerted when he raised Christ from the dead and seated him at his right 
hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and 
every name that is invoked, not only in the present age but also in the one to 
come. 22 And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over 
everything for the church, 23 which is his body, the fullness of him who fills everything in 
every way. 
 
Gradual Hymn: “How Great Is Our God”   
 

The splendor of the King,  
Clothed in majesty; 
Let all the earth rejoice, 
All the earth rejoice. 
He wraps Himself in light,  
And darkness tries to hide,  
And trembles at His voice, 
And trembles at His voice.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=acts+1%3A1-11&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26929b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=ephesians+1%3A15-23&version=NIV#fen-NIV-29224a


Chorus:   How great is our God! Sing with me: 
  How great is our God! And all will see 
  how great, how great is our God! 
 
And age to age He stands,  
And time is in His hands; 
Beginning and the End,  
Beginning and the End.  
The Godhead, three in one,  
Father, Spirit, Son, 
The Lion and the Lamb,  
The lion and the Lamb.   Chorus. 
 
Bridge Name above all names,  
  Worthy of all praise  
  My heart will sing: 
  How great is our God!   X2 
 
How great is our God! Sing with me: 
How great is our God! And all will see 
how great, how great is our God! 
 

Gospel Reading     Luke 24: 44-53      Gillian Breckenridge
                      
Reader       The Lord be with you.                                  
People           And also with you.    
Reader       The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
People           Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
  
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be 
fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told 
them, “This is what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third 
day, 47 and repentance for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all 
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send 
you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with 
power from on high.” 
 
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed 
them. 51 While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then 
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed 
continually at the temple, praising God. 



Reader Gospel of Christ. 
People Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.   
 
Sermon                         Rev. Steve Bateman 
 
Anthem            “My Jesus I Love Thee” – arr. Dan Forrest  

Sung by Karen Hudson 
 

(all stand) 

The Apostles’ Creed 
 
 Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism as we say, 
All  I believe in God, the Father almighty,                           
  Creator of heaven and earth. 
   
  I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
  He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
  He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 
  He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. 
  He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
  He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
 
  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
  the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
  the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

Prayers of the People   (all kneeling)    Greg Young 
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: We pray for The Anglican Church of Korea. 
 
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer In our diocese we pray for St. Micheal in Canmore and 
their clergy Howard Thornton, Seth Enriquez, Dr. Richard LeSueur, Sean Krausert, 
and Elizabeth Short. In our companion diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for 
St. Paul, Calliaqua (kal-ee-akwa) with St. John in Belair and The Rev. Canon Ashton 
Francis. We also pray for the Mothers’ Union Diocesan President Mrs. Hermione St. 
Bernard. 
 
Parish Cycle of Prayer: We pray for those who are involved in ministry of 
Administration: Parish Treasurer, Envelope Secretary, New Connections Team and 
Facility Booking Coordinator. 



Confession and Absolution 
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he  

welcomes sinners and invites them to his table. Let us confess our sins, 
confident in God’s forgiveness. 

  
Silence is kept.  The celebrant and the people say together, 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, 
and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.  We have 
not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as 
ourselves.  We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  For the sake of your Son 
Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  Amen. 

 

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your 
sins, confirm and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal 
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

People Amen. 
 

The Peace 
All stand, and one of the ministers addresses the people: 

The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People And also with you 
 
Offertory Hymn #73 “One Bread, One Body” (v. 1, 3) 
 
Chorus: One bread, one body, one Lord of all, 

One cup of blessing which we bless 
And we, though many, throughout the earth, 
We are one body in this one Lord. 

 
Gentile or Jew, servant or free, 
Woman or man, no more. Chorus. 
 
Grain for the fields, scattered and grown, 
Gathered to one for all. Chorus. 
 

The Celebration of the Eucharist 
Prayer over the Gifts  
All  Eternal God, our Saviour Jesus Christ has promised to be with us until the 

end of time. Accept all we offer you this day, and renew us in his 
transfigured life; for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 



Eucharistic Prayer 3                                                                                 The Rev. Steve Bateman 

(Please remain standing) 

Celebrant  The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Celebrant  Lift up your hearts. 
People  We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant  Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
Celebrant Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth; we give 

you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord, who after his 
glorious resurrection appeared to his disciples, and in their sight 
ascended into heaven to prepare a place for us; that where he is, 
there we might also be, and reign with him in glory. Therefore we 
praise you with angels and archangels and with all the company of 
heaven, who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
name.  

 
#735  Sanctus 
All Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts, 

Holy, Holy, Holy Lord God of hosts. 
Heaven and earth are full, full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest, Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 

Celebrant  
We give thanks to you, Lord our God, for the goodness and love you have  
made known to us in creation; in calling Israel to be your people; in your Word 
spoken through the prophets; and above all in the Word made flesh, Jesus your 
Son.  For in these last days you sent him to be incarnate from the Virgin Mary, to 
be the Saviour and Redeemer of the world.  In him, you have delivered us from evil, 
and made us worthy to stand before you.  In him, you have brought us out of error 
into truth, out of sin into righteousness, out of death into life. 

 
On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, a death he freely 
accepted. Our Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks to you, 
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my body which 
is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

 
 
 



After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks,  
he gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new 
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.  
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”  

 
Therefore, Father, according to his command, 

All we remember his death, 
 we proclaim his resurrection, 
 we await his coming in glory; 
 
Celebrant and we offer our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving to you, Lord of all;  

presenting to you, from your creation, this bread and this wine. 
We pray you, gracious God, to send your Holy Spirit upon these gifts, that they may 
be the sacrament of the body of Christ and his blood of the new covenant.  Unite 
us to your Son in his sacrifice, that we, made acceptable in him, may be sanctified 
by the Holy Spirit.  In the fullness of time, reconcile all things in Christ, and make 
them new, and bring us to that city of light where you dwell with all your sons and 
daughters; through Jesus Christ our Lord, the firstborn of all creation, the head of 
the Church, and the author of our salvation; 
By whom, and with whom, and in whom, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all honour 
and glory are yours, almighty Father, now and for ever.  Amen. 

 
The Lord's Prayer  
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy 
will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And 
forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Breaking of the Bread 
Celebrant      Lord, we died with you on the cross.  
All             Now we are raised to new life.   
Celebrant We were buried in your tomb.  
All  Now we share in your resurrection. 
Celebrant Live in us, that we may live in you. 
All  Amen. 
 
Celebrant The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
All  Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



The Communion 
Celebrant        Please join me in an act of Spiritual Eucharist 
 

Gracious God, I repent of my sins, and steadfastly believe that Jesus Christ has suffered 
death upon the cross for me, and that he shed his blood for my redemption. I earnestly 
remember the benefits I have because of his death and give him my heartfelt thanks. I 
eat and drink the body and blood of our Saviour Christ profitably to my soul’s health, 
although I do not receive the sacrament with my mouth.  
   Adapted from the Book of Common Prayer pp 584  

 
Prayer after Communion 
Celebrant Let us pray.  (All kneeling) 
All  Eternal Giver of love and power, your Son Jesus Christ has sent us into all 

the world to preach the gospel of his kingdom. Confirm us in this mission, 
and help us to live the good news we proclaim; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 

(all stand) 
Celebrant Glory to God 
All  whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask or  
                       imagine.  Glory to God from generation to generation, in the Church and in  
                       Christ Jesus, for ever and ever.  Amen. 
 
Blessing 
 
Closing Hymn:  #380 “O Worship the King” (v. 1, 2, 4, 5) 
 
O worship the King, all glorious above; 
O gratefully sing his power and his love; 
our shield and defender, the Ancient of Days 
pavilioned in splendour and girded with praise. 
 
O tell of his might, O sing of his grace, 
whose robe is the light, whose canopy space; 
his chariots of wrath the deep thunderclouds form, 
and dark is his path on the wings of the storm. 
 
Thy bountiful care what tongue can recite? 
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light; 
it streams from the hills, it descends to the plain, 
and sweetly distils in the dew and the rain. 
 



Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail, 
in thee do we trust, nor find thee to fail; 
thy mercies how tender, how firm to the end, 
our maker, defender, redeemer, and friend. 
 
Dismissal 
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 
Spirit be with us all evermore.  Amen  
 
Postlude            Mary Lee Voort 
 
 

Flowers at the altar are in loving memory of Bud. 
 

Thank you to our technical crew this morning. 
Sound: David Hignell 

Videography: Michaela Gateman 

 


