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Morning Prayer
May 2, 2021
Prelude

Mary Lee Voort

Welcome and Announcements
The Rev. Steve Bateman
Children’s Focus
Opening Hymn:
425 “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”
Joyful, joyful we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, drive the dark of doubt away;
giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day.
All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays;
stars and angels sing around thee, centre of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.
Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, every blest,
wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father and our Mother, all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other, lift us to the joy divine.
The Penitential Rite
The sacrifice of God is a broken spirit: a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not
despise. Psalm 51.18
Seek the Lord while he wills to be found, call upon him when he draws near; let the
wicked forsake their ways, and the evil ones their thoughts; and let them return to the
Lord, and he will have compassion, and to our God, for he will richly pardon.
Isaiah 55.6, 7
If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we
confess our sins, God is faithful and just, and will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 1 John 1.8, 9
The officiant says to the people,
Dear friends in Christ, as we prepare to worship almighty God, let us with penitent and
obedient hearts confess our sins, that we may obtain forgiveness by his infinite goodness
and mercy.

All kneel and silence is kept. The officiant and people say together,
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and
deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us
and forgive us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your name. Amen.
The priest says, (while standing)
Almighty God have mercy upon you, pardon and deliver you from all your sins, confirm
and strengthen you in all goodness, and keep you in eternal life; through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
People: Amen.
(all stand)
Officiant
Lord, open our lips,
People
And our mouth shall proclaim your praise.
Officiant
People

O God, make speed to save us.
O Lord, make haste to help us.

All

Glory to the Father and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: as it was in the
beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. Alleluia.

The Invitatory
Alleluia! The Lord is Risen Indeed: O come, let us worship.
Christ our Passover 1 Corinthians 5.7–8; Romans 6.9–11; 1 Corinthians 15.20–22
Alleluia!
Christ our Passover has been sacrificed for us; *
therefore let us keep the feast,
Not with the old leaven, the leaven of malice and evil, *
but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.
Alleluia!
Christ being raised from the dead will never die again; *
death no longer has dominion over him.
The death that he died, he died to sin, once for all; *
but the life he lives, he lives to God.
So also consider yourselves dead to sin, *

and alive to God in Jesus Christ our Lord. Alleluia!
Christ has been raised from the dead, *
the first fruits of those who have fallen asleep.
For since by a man came death, *
by a man has come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, *
so also in Christ shall all be made alive. Alleluia!
The Proclamation of the Word
At the conclusion of each reading, the reader shall say: The Word of the Lord.
And the people shall respond: Thanks be to God.
First Reading:

Acts 8: 26-40

Jay Penner

26

Now an angel of the Lord said to Philip, “Go south to the road—the desert road—that
goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.” 27 So he started out, and on his way he met an
Ethiopian eunuch, an important official in charge of all the treasury of the Kandake
(which means “queen of the Ethiopians”). This man had gone to Jerusalem to worship,
28
and on his way home was sitting in his chariot reading the Book of Isaiah the prophet.
29
The Spirit told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.”
30

Then Philip ran up to the chariot and heard the man reading Isaiah the prophet. “Do
you understand what you are reading?” Philip asked.
31

“How can I,” he said, “unless someone explains it to me?” So he invited Philip to come
up and sit with him.
32

This is the passage of Scripture the eunuch was reading:

“He was led like a sheep to the slaughter,
and as a lamb before its shearer is silent,
so he did not open his mouth.
33
In his humiliation he was deprived of justice.
Who can speak of his descendants?
For his life was taken from the earth.”
34

The eunuch asked Philip, “Tell me, please, who is the prophet talking about, himself or
someone else?” 35 Then Philip began with that very passage of Scripture and told him the
good news about Jesus.
36

As they traveled along the road, they came to some water and the eunuch said, “Look,
here is water. What can stand in the way of my being baptized?” [37] [c] 38 And he gave
orders to stop the chariot. Then both Philip and the eunuch went down into the water
and Philip baptized him. 39 When they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord

suddenly took Philip away, and the eunuch did not see him again, but went on his way
rejoicing. 40 Philip, however, appeared at Azotus and traveled about, preaching the gospel
in all the towns until he reached Caesarea.

Psalm 22:24-30

Karen Hudson

My praise is of him in the great assembly;
I will perform my vows in the presence of those who worship him.
The poor shall eat and be satisfied,
and those who seek the Lord shall praise him: "May your heart live for ever!"
All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord,
and all the families of the nations shall bow before him. R.
For kingship belongs to the Lord;
he rules over the nations.
To him alone all who sleep in the earth bow down in worship;
all who go down to the dust fall before him. R.
My soul shall live for him; my descendants shall serve him;
they shall be known as the Lord's for ever.
They shall come and make know to a people yet unborn
the saving deeds that he has done. R
Second Reading

1 John 4:7-21

Michael Larsen

7

Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone who loves has
been born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because
God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son
into the world that we might live through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but
that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 11 Dear friends, since
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 12 No one has ever seen God; but if
we love one another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.
13

This is how we know that we live in him and he in us: He has given us of his Spirit. 14 And
we have seen and testify that the Father has sent his Son to be the Savior of the world.

15
16

If anyone acknowledges that Jesus is the Son of God, God lives in them and they in God.
And so we know and rely on the love God has for us.

God is love. Whoever lives in love lives in God, and God in them. 17 This is how love is
made complete among us so that we will have confidence on the day of judgment: In this
world we are like Jesus. 18 There is no fear in love. But perfect love drives out fear,
because fear has to do with punishment. The one who fears is not made perfect in love.
19

We love because he first loved us. 20 Whoever claims to love God yet hates a brother or
sister is a liar. For whoever does not love their brother and sister, whom they have seen,
cannot love God, whom they have not seen. 21 And he has given us this command:
Anyone who loves God must also love their brother and sister.
Gradual Hymn

“All Heaven Declares”

All heav’n declares, the glory of the risen Lord.
Who can compare with the beauty of the Lord.
Forever He will be the Lamb upon the throne.
I gladly bow the knee and worship Him alone.
I will proclaim the glory of the risen Lord.
Who once was slain to reconcile man to God.
Forever you will be the Lamb upon the throne.
I gladly bow the knee and worship Him alone.
Gospel Reading

John 15:1-9

Canon James Robinson

Reader
People

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Reader
People

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

15 “I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2 He cuts off every branch in me
that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be
even more fruitful. 3 You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you.
4
Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain
in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.
5

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6 If you do not remain in me, you are like a
branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the

fire and burned. 7 If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you
wish, and it will be done for you. 8 This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit,
showing yourselves to be my disciples. 9 “As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you.
Now remain in my love.
At the conclusion of the Gospel, the reader says, The Gospel of Christ.
People
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
Sermon

Anthem

The Rev. Steve Bateman

Hymn of Promise – Natalie Sleeth
Sung by Karen Hudson
(all stand)

The Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by the power of the
Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried. He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again. He
ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen
Intercessions and Thanksgivings
(all kneeling)
Gary Moore
Anglican Cycle of Prayer: Pray for The Episcopal Church in Jerusalem and the Middle East.
Diocesan Cycle of Prayer Pray for St. Michael and All Angels, Strathmore and their clergy
Malcolm Kern and Betty Bradley. We also pray for Indigenous ministries. In our
companion diocese of the Windward Islands we pray for St. Andrew with Innocents, St.
Giles and St. Michael and The Venerable Michael Marshall. St. Johm with St. Mark and St.
Matthew and The Rev. Coleridge Brooker. Christ-the King with St. Francis, on Grenada.
Parish Cycle of Prayer: We pray for those providing technical support for livestream
services.
The Collect of the Day
Celebrant Let us pray. (All kneel)
All
Almighty God,
your Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, and the life.
Give us grace to love one another

and walk in the way of his commandments,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen
The Lord's Prayer
Celebrant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to say,
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.
Hymn

#486 “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

Love, divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven to earth come down,
Fix in us thy humble dwelling; all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion; pure, unbounded love thou art;
Visit us with thy salvation, enter every trembling heart.
Come, almighty to deliver; let us all thy grace receive;
Suddenly return, and never, nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing, serve thee as thy hosts above,
Pray and praise thee without ceasing, glory in thy perfect love.
Finish, then, thy new creation; pure and spotless let us be;
Let us see thy great salvation perfectly restored in thee,
Changed from glory into glory, till in heaven we take our place,
Till we cast our crowns before thee, lost in wonder, love, and praise.
Dismissal
The Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy
Spirit be with us all evermore. Amen
Postlude

Mary Lee Voort
Flowers at the altar to the Glory of God
In loving memory of Hilda and Rhea
Thank you to our technical crew this morning.
Sound: David Hignell
Videography: Orion Legg

