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Join us for this service ofspiritualipreparation, as we watch and wait for
the coming of the Kingdom of God, through sacred Word and music.

Advent brings us Christ-
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From t he Rec

I love a good ordination service! At the could be further from the truth!
time of writing, we are just days away from
the ordination of Dr. Gillian Breckenridge
and Br. Jason Carroll to the Priesthood.
There is much anticipation for
this joyful occasion which has
been years in the making. The
OThe ordi process of discernment in the A
glican Church of Canada is both
thorough and rigorous but it is
priests from our also supportive and prayerful. |
own parish is both am grateful that these two wonderful can-
didates will be (or, by the time this is read,
have been) presented to the bishop for the
beautiful. office of priest in the Church of God.

Back on September 12 of this year we had
another special service, this one a service of
baptism. At that service solemn

vows were also made. Vows to con-
tinue in the apos-
lowship and prayer, vows to pro-

claim by word and example the

good news of Christ, to serve

Christ by serving others, to strive

for peace and justice and safeguard the in-
tegrity of Godo6s crea
vows of ministry!Every baptized Christian is

a ministerby virtue of their baptismal vows.

not one, but two

unusual and

God has ordained that clergy and laity work-
ing together, hand in hand, will bring about
the good fruit of the kingdom of God. Ephe-
lans4:11 3 s ays.: olt was
some to be apostles, some to be prophets,
some to be evangelists, and some to be pas-
torsandteachers,. 0 pr epar e Go
for works of service so that the body of
Christ may be build up until wall reach uni-
in the faith é and
ing to the whole measure of the fullness of
Christ. o

One parishioner At an ordination service, solemn vows are .
described made. Vows tc make the love of Christ
known in word and sacrament, to dlllgently
study the scriptures, to build up the famlly
BMERURE  f God through good pastoral practice, to
live in a manner consistent with the teach-
ings of Christ, and to pray regularly, both
privately and publicly. Of course, we keep
these vows only by the strength of the Ho-
ly Spirit, all of them being beyond our natu-
ral ability.

embarrassment of

The ordination of not one, but two priests

from our own parish i h un [ an . .
om our own parish is both unusual and shared mlnlstry that has been laid at St. Au-
beautiful. One parishioner described it as . .
|neos., t |s my h
0an embarrassment gh q eb
. . that wew | all be found usmg our glfts and
grateful for both Gillian and Jason, their
o . . leaning into our baptismal calling. Hopefully,
substantial gifts, and their commitment to . -
in the New Year, restrictions can be safely
use them for God. ) .
eased allowing us all, laity and clergy, to fur-
As joyful and meaningful as ordination is, ther join hands and hearts in ministry to-
there is a danger that some may see minisgether.
try as the exclusive responsibility of the
clergy. This problem has cropped up on o
numerous occasions throughout the long ., 2 dzZNJ wS OU 2 NE

history of the Christian Church. Nothing {GS@S

| so appreciate the strong foundation of

Thanks be to God!




WINTER 2021 PAGE 3

Caring Ministry reveals resilience

BY PAMMUNDELL AND SHARON DUECK heard voices that carried fear and loneliness, but rare-

Recently, the Reverend Gillian eloquently reminded usly despair. Instead of feeling we were being support-

of the rich heritage we have in the saints past and pre-ive, we came away feeling blessed as we heard the
sent as we honored All Saints Day in November. She stories of resilience and faith. Many echoed the words
encouraged us to remember those who had been of J. R. Tolkien, ol wish
great examples and modeled our faith and those peo- my t i med6, said Frodo, o0so
ple within our church family who have loved, support- do all who live to see such times. But that is not for

ed and prayed for us. them to decide. All we have to decide is what to do

A component of the Caring with the time th

Ministry has provided rich We also heard stories of the

opportunity to stay in contact
with many of |
warriorsdé who

strong silent network of parish
members who routinely called
to chat, provide updates and

into assisted living environ- offer prayer support.
ments. Historically, St. Au-
gustineds has
core of commii
who made time for personal
connection through visits,
telephone or mail contact.
Our priests held scheduled
monthly services including
the Eucharist at many of the
care facilities. The impacts of
Covid restrictions were felt

by all but perhaps most keen-
ly by those in care as their
world became so isolated.
Our opportunity became
finding those who had no ac-
cess to online services and

parish updates and providing them with awareness ~ Name with the church office and we will be in contact
they were remembered through regular communica- with you. We provide training and scheduled support

tion. Monthly letters of encouragement, copies of the Meetings throughout the year. We encourage family
Hippo Herald, and seasonal tokens were dropped off members of those moving to assisted living environ-
at care facilities and on the doorsteps if we were able. MeNts or hospitalization, to keep the church office
Through an orchestrated telephone line of volunteers INformed of changes so contact may be maintained.
we were able to regularly maintain contact and we ~ L00King forward to hearing from you

As we move into more hope-

ful times of fewer restrictions,
the plan is to resume monthly
facility services and visits with
adherence to AHS and facility
guidelines.

We are very thankful for our
small core of visitors who
have maintained contact over
the past year. However, we
have realized this past year
there are many who have
been missed and would cher-
ish a personal contact or visi-
tor. If you feel this is an area
of interest please leave your

PN SR
e R

THE HIPPO HERALD
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Fi n an C i al l ' d atEsll position so far this year. However, if total pa-
p soner givings continues to decline and the amount
is less than budget in future years, there will be chal-
BY CATHY GILLESPIE ,

TREASURER lenges in maintaining church operations at the level

. they were prior to the pandemicy
Stewardship 2022

N EEN EEN EEN EEI EIN ENE BN EEN BEE NN EEN BEE BN BEE BEN BN BEE SN B B S S e .

As you will have read in N
h dshib | Year to-date Last year to-date |
the stewardship letter | (October 312021)  (October 312020) 2021 Budget
recently sent to parish- |
. . _ Parishioner givings $ 324,049 $ 329,006 $ 459,100 |
loners, using our reas- | g0, drcome 6,804 6,704 34,000
ures by giving to the | Federal wage subsidy 18,481 32,314 ol
aspect of s ] Staffing expenses $ 239,721 $ 247,962 $ 308,300 I
way of saying thanks to I Administration & apportionment 87,756 88,219 114,400 |
God f Il Hi ifts t Facility expenses 44,171 44,296 65,000 [
odtorall HIsgits 10 1 chyistian education & outreach 10,458 8,600 20,400
us o. | f y O u | Total expenses 382,106 389,077 508,100 |
readY done so, please I Net deficit $ (32,772) $ (21,053) $ (15,000) I
consider how much of \ ]
——————————————————————— -’

your financial resources
you intend to give in the year 2022, and complete and
return the Stewardship 2022 form at your earliest con-
venience. The annual stewardship campaign, in additio ADVENT CAROL SERVICE

to prompting us as parishioners to consider and plan Sunday, December 12, 4:00 PM
for our annual giving, benefits us collectively by provid- ~ pre-registration not required

i ng key information for 0
ating budget. Thank you for participating in this pro- CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS PROGRAM

cess! Sunday, December 19, 10:00 AM

Operating Fund Update ~ pre-registration not required

As we approach the end of the accounting year, in- CHRISTMAS EVE

come and expenses trends within the operating fund
remain consistent with how they have been since early
this year. The total of parishioner givings (offerings) up
to the end of October is slightly less than it was at the
same time last year, and significantly less than the bud
et target for these ten months. On the plus side, we
have received additional funds from the federal wage
subsidy (CEWS) program which has helped reduce the
income shortfall. Operating expenses remain under
budget but are trending toward budgeted levels as the
church continues to move toward normal operations.

Friday, December 24, 7:00 and 11:00 PM
~ pre-registration IS required

Considering that income and expenses are both under
budget, the operating fund remains in a relatively good
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Chi Il drenodos 'nr

BY WENDY DOHERTY,

CHILDREN & FAMILY MI NISTRIES and placed them right here, right now, to

_ be the Noahs, Daniels, Esthers and Da-
| have _been hgarmg g lot of chatter lately vids of our time. What a powerful mes-
on social media and in conversa- sage for us to impart to them!

tion, about adults feeling so sorry >~ They are al l part
for the world our children are re- and play an important role in

turning to post quarantine. | have !, being the light in what feels like
to say, my perspective is quite di "% such darkness
ferent. | see the amazing children

in our church family and the wider

’ What an honour it is to be our

community rising to the challenges children6s ministe
raised by Covid, with patience, resilience, 100k forward to welcoming the children
and determinatiord exactly as God creat- ©f St . Augustineds ba
ed them to. The current state of our as people feel comfortable. We are tak-

world is no surpri si89Ppieeautiens and beingmyndfyltogn-q n 5
catch Him unaware, as it did us. Every ~ Sure everyone stays safe. However, that
person in all of history has been placed in i Not dampening our excitement as we

the time that they were in because of reunite and move forward, together, in
Godds sovereign pl aRthgnd@vescovi d Ti mes'o

are no exception.

God created and called our children for
this exact moment t
strengths and temperaments are there by
design, not by accident. Let us remind
them that they walk in power, as children
of God. Let us teach them to walk in faith,
knowing that God is in control and has
equipped them well. Let us empower
them to know that they can change the
world.

God knew Noah was equipped to deal
with the flood. He knew Daniel could
tackle the lion's den. He knew Esther
could deal with Haman and He knew Da-
vid could overcome Goliath. God knew
what our children would be facing today

CAYY h Aa
WS & dza 6 A

THE HIPPO HERALD



COVID WARS

The Return of the¢

BY JOANNE COLLIER, again. | love being

MUSIC DIRECTOR part of the worship

It was a joyous moment when | hit the  service with some

0senddé button convepindgrédumepsapgeéet® our

senior choir members that we could final- OTo be

ly resume after such a

GIOin | long absence. There

us: were lots of smiles

on Thursday, Novemb

4 when we assembled at the ;

church for our first practice -

singing in
right and makes me feel whole as we
raise our voices to God in Unity.

Singing is my way to praise and ex-
press my feelings and love for God, |
missed as a choir the opportunity to

raise our voices to Glorify God and

in over 19 mo_nths. It was almost _ to be with mpGedYoung h f
strange to be in the same room with each

other yet all the same, it fit like a comfort® Ni ce to be able to gefl
The thing | able glove. After some maneuvering, we though we have to wear a mask). When the

missed most got ourselves settled into our physically € U re h serv ice went on
was é distanced places and soon were singing V€Y time the first hymn and the last hymns

through our masks and up to the rafters. Were sung. | imaged the choir walking this far
OHanging It was glorious! first verse, then sepn until we go to our

making music with choir places Words ca
some truly won- ; i i '

The significance o fthankshfdr fhe StrfidySthat yBLE Kated MGy ©
especially for those of us who have sung| o ang the other musicians that came out so
in choirs most of our lives and for whom t hat t here was music o
51 missed singing is an expression of our love for - ..4ion God Bless you and your team for all

family and working God and each other. | was compelled to the fine woMatinglegu di d.
corporately with ask the choir two questions: OHow does it
l
|
1

friends to create feel to be back singing with the choirand® ! t  was i sol ating bein
TSRS what does it mean to you to be achoir "ough I did enjoy the
ORI member at St. Augu$inNAEES28 Yhenowmamal

did you miss most about not singing with great to be part of choir in the pews! | have
the choir during tREC€PaRGEMI €96 Sthi dugy s’
what some had to say: 1955 and for the most part, a choir member
) (junior and senior choirp apart from going
How does it few®l t %.WaPtS unR/eqsﬁykaﬁd being a Sunday School
0oltds wonder ful! teachen whenemy kids sveresseall. Wnder-a ma :
me how powerful one voice can feel whestanding the government regulations regard-
joined with ot her s ingthe pandemiéno church! Watching ser-
t\)/icae% q(nlineSB we shoul% bge th?r%! I l&n%we

0ltds great to be n gl c h

NYNLO31 = 2T abed uo ajzznd 03 Jamsuy
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that hymn or wedve sung that

ant hem! When the Omusic

peopled initially wore choir

gownsd we should be there!

It made me feel sad. As time

went on, | adjusted. | could

watch online and have a cup of

cof fee! The édmusic peopl ebd

wearing black with the colorful

stolesd | felt better. | would

sing al ong. Because | didnot

have to go out at night wSGdNY G2 OK2ANI LINI Os
(activities being on hold), to return to practice

things were different. Wearing masks while speakingp For me t hese past 20 mont
made hearing difficult. | thought maybe | should havdoss. Although | attended assisted in services and

waited longer before returning. Wonderingabout wat ched the | ivestreams wor
how the Sunday service would be, | was a bit hesi- before Covid. Thanks be to God the choir has returned.
tant. The service went better than | expected. The sense of one massive voice united in worship. The

Friends in the choir and church community are im- camaraderie of the members and sound resonating
portant. Music has always been a part of my life. Singhroughout the church. All this bringing on a feeling of
ing familiar pieces and nlogarandi. n g ham&dMidbael Lardea ty olu an

0 Phyllis Cameron ol't is, indeed, wonderful t

0Our Church choir has b elinlhave buhgerschurch anoirs sincerhwas sixiyéaes f
over 40 years. Singing with my choral sisters broth- old and have been deeply blessed over the years by the
ers and sisters on Thursdays and Sundays again hasamaraderie and shared creativity of choral singing. |
restored an i mportant elhamentpaocftiwadahiy t o vma. slitr
great t odLéndRobmsos k. O choir. In our beloved parish choir there is a deep under-
standing that our music is offered to the glory of God
and the building up of the faith of the worshipping com-
munity. Singing in our parish choir is also a wonderful
way of entering into the cft
sing has been carefully chosen to reflect the seasons,
festivals and appointed scriptures. We are also very
blessed by the skilled and deeply committed leadership
of Joanne and Mary Lee. During the pandemic | have
very much missed singing in the choir. One of the things
| have missed the most is having beautiful, God honour-
ing music running through my head much of the time! |
am excited to be back in the choir. Any tenors out
there 8 come and join me and the rest of the choir on
Thursday evenings and Sundze
you did.® The Rev. James Robirison
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