
parish, Judith was able to 

play piano as accompanist 

for the choir with which 

both she and James sang. 

Two years later Rachel 

was born and, in the 

meantime, James and Ju-

dith fell in love with their 

community. 

“It takes seven years to 

figure out where the light 

switches are,” James says. 

“I’ve been influenced by 

Biblical scholar Pastor Eu-

gene Peterson, who en-

courages ministers to in-

“We just dug the last of 

our potatoes,” Judith tells 

me as she and James ar-

range themselves in front 

of their laptop’s camera 

for our Zoom call. It is 

All Saints Day, November 

1, and snow is beginning 

to fall lightly. With her 

usual self-deprecating hu-

mour, Judith points to her 

hat and says, with a refer-

ence to Dr. Seuss, 

“Rachel says I have Cindy 

Lou Who hair.” 

Fifteen minutes before 

this I had called to con-

firm our interview. Judith 

has been shuttling back 

and forth from Calgary, 

staying with her mother 

in palliative care, so it is 

uncertain whether we will 

be able to connect. The 

voice that answers is calm 

and belongs to Rachel. 

How mature she sounds. 

As she runs to get her 

parents, I consider all that 

Rachel has witnessed di-

rectly and indi-

rectly throughout 

the ministries of 

her parents.   

When James and 

Judith were mar-

ried in 1990, 

James had just be-

gun his ministry in 

Mountainview Par-

ish, a two-point 

parish in Olds and Sun-

dre. Before this he had 

served as a curate at St. 

Peter’s, Calgary, for four 

years. On his first Sunday 

in Olds as the new rec-

tor, James announced his 

engagement to Judith: “If 

you’d like to meet my 

fiancé, come back next 

week.” 

Born and raised in Calga-

ry, Judith had never lived 

in a rural place and was 

understandably apprehen-

sive about the move. The 

expectation was to stay 

there a maximum of four 

years. Upon joining the 
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Answering the call 

Judith, James and Rachel in 1994 

A long obedience in the same direction 
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vest their lives in one place, i.e., don’t 

just spend your time on a career track. 

Instead, he advises us to cultivate ‘a long 

obedience in the same direction’.” Dur-

ing their seven years in 

this parish, it is likely 

James and Judith learned 

something beyond how 

to turn on the lights.  

Throughout their years in 

Olds, though, James 

would talk about Leth-

bridge. This was his birthplace and 

where he had lived from grades 9-12 

and earned an undergraduate degree at 

the University of 

Lethbridge. James 

sang in the St. Au-

gustine’s choir (with his brother Len), 

his mother worked as part of the altar 

guild and his father served as a warden. 

Here James had been baptized just as 

the parish was transitioning into the 

new building in 1956. As James put it, 

“that’s where it all began for me.” 

Judith’s family also has roots in the area: 

her great grandparents, who were farmers, 

are buried in Lethbridge and lived in what 

has become a local landmark, “The Ideal 

Farmhouse.”  

Even so, a move to South-

ern Alberta would not be 

without its difficulties. 

The family had cultivated 

strong connections within 

Olds, Judith had estab-

lished herself as an actor 

in Calgary and she was teaching in the dra-

ma program at Rosebud. A move to Leth-

bridge would add an hour or more to her 

commute – no small thing with a young 

child to care for. In a leap of faith, though, 

they responded to the call and began a 

new life in Leth-

bridge.  

“St. Augustine’s 

had been beautiful-

ly served by Allan 

and Muriel 

McCuaig,” James 

said, reflecting on 

his family’s arrival 

at St. Augustine’s 

in 1997. During 

their first year in 

Lethbridge, James 

presided at approximately 50 funerals – 

nearly one per week. “In Olds, I found it 

took a week’s worth of energy to do one 

funeral.”  

“Why did we move?” It was four-year old 

Rachel who voiced the question (over and 

over again) with which the family grappled 

“ I N  O L D S ,  I  F O U N D  I T  

T O O K  A  W E E K ’ S  

W O R T H  O F  E N E R G Y  T O  

D O  O N E  F U N E R A L . ”  

Robinsons, continued... 

James at his ordination as Deacon 
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Thoughts on waiting 
BY PAM UKRAINITZ 

What other time or season can or will the church 

ever have but that of Advent?  

(Karl Barth, Church Dogmatics) 

For better or worse the last two years 

have shaped us into a people familiar with 

waiting. Waiting for the first wave of Covid 

to come to an end, and then the second, 

third and fourth waves; waiting for reports of 

vaccine efficacy; waiting for access to the vaccine; 

waiting for strict mandates to be 

lifted, waiting for truckers to de-

part Ottawa; waiting for a more 

peaceful political climate; waiting 

for war to end; waiting for the 

mound of sorrow shoved under 

the global rug to be smoothed. 

In all of this waiting we had to 

grow and flex muscles of pa-

tience, gratitude, contentment, long-suffering, mercy 

and forgiveness. This waiting was hard. We saw mo-

ments of great human resiliency and also great human 

failure. 

I have long loved Advent, but the experience of the 

last few years has fanned that love into a bonfire of 

longing this year. I feel the heat of a heart cry that 

says – I want more. The Advent season is an invitation 

to say: I’m waiting for more, expecting more, longing 

for more. And the More is declared Holy because it is 

the very presence of God that we ask for. In the same 

way that our liturgy reminds us weekly that we are 

bold to say “Our Father,” Advent invites us to boldly 

say, Come Lord Jesus! As we stand on the cusp of a 

new liturgical year, I find myself saying God come and 

see the state of this world! And God replies to me, I 

have and I will! 

He reminds me that Hagar named him aptly as the 

God who sees. Our moments and days have not 

slipped through His fingers, He sees. He reminds me 

that Mary named His son Immanuel, the God who 

comes. And because these things are true of the God-

Man I can throw all of my unfettered longing at him 

knowing he receives it as belief in and love of 

Him. 

Fleming Rutledge says it beautifully: “At the 

heart of the Advent season is the proclama-

tion that God did not remain where he was, 

high above the misery of his creation, but came 

down, incognito, into the midst of it. Nor did he 

come down merely to sympathize. Even incognito, Je-

sus of Nazareth had power to heal 

every disease and drive out every de-

mon… To each and all we bring this 

announcement: God will come and his 

justice will prevail and he will destroy 

evil and pain and all of its forms once 

and forever. To be a Christian is to 

live in expectation of that fulfillment.”  

So friends, we wait and we are bold to say: Come Lord 

Jesus, come!  Ω 

Advent 

T H E  A D V E N T  S E A S O N  I S  

A N  I N V I T A T I O N  T O  S A Y :  

I ’ M  W A I T I N G  F O R  M O R E ,  

E X P E C T I N G  M O R E ,  

L O N G I N G  F O R  M O R E .   
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tion. After the parishioner completes the initial 

agreement form, a bank transfer is automatically pro-

cessed every month from the parishioner’s bank ac-

count to the church bank account. The transfer oc-

curs on either the 1st or 15th of every month 

(whichever is preferred) for the amount specified 

in the agreement. The pre-authorized monthly 

transfer agreement can easily be changed or 

cancelled by contacting the church office. 

Please contact the church office if you would 

like further information about this program 

and to request the pre-authorized debit form. 

O P E R A T I N G  F U N D  U P D A T E  

As of the end of October, parishioner givings are 

slightly (1.7%) higher than they were at this time last 

year, but unfortunately lagging behind the budget tar-

get because the 2022 givings budget is approximately 

5% higher than 2021 givings. A small amount of fed-

eral subsidy was received earlier this year which nar-

rowed the gap slightly, however we estimate that we 

are about $15,000 behind the budget target for reve-

nue at this time. It is anticipated that expenses will 

end up being slightly under budget for the year, but 

not nearly to the degree that they were in the years 

2020 and 2021. Unless revenue in November and 

December is higher than anticipated, it is doubtful 

that the surplus in expenses will be enough to offset 

the deficit in revenue this year.  Ω 

BY CATHY GILLESPIE,                                                       

TREASURER 

S T E W A R D S H I P  2 0 2 3  

With the end of our fiscal year approaching, Fi-

nance Committee is focused on reviewing this 

year’s financial outcomes, conducting the Stew-

ardship 2023 campaign and drafting an operat-

ing fund budget for 2023. We are grateful for all 

who prayerfully con-

sider how much they 

will be giving to the 

church next year in 

support of operating 

expenses, including 

clergy and staff sala-

ries, building costs, 

church and adminis-

trative supplies and 

services. Please re-

spond to the Stew-

ardship 2023 cam-

paign by returning 

your response card 

at your earliest convenience if you have not already 

done so. If you prefer, instead of returning the actual 

card, feel free to email your response information to 

givings@staug.org . The response information, used 

collectively, provides a key indication of what total 

church givings will be in 2023, assisting with develop-

ment of next year’s operating budget and future plan-

ning. 

P R E - A U T H O R I Z E D  D E B I T S  

If you are not one of the eighty or so parishioners who 

participate in the church’s monthly pre-authorized debit 

program, please consider if it might be right for you. 

This program provides a convenient, consistent way of 

giving and is helpful from the church’s perspective in 

streamlining monthly givings and reducing administra-

Financial Update 

mailto:givings@staug.org
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BY MICHAEL LARSEN,                             

VERGER 

The following was read by  

Michael during the 10 a.m. 

service on November 20, the 

Sunday before the beginning  

of Advent. 

Stir up, we beseech 

thee, O Lord, the wills of thy 

faithful people; that they plente-

ously bringing forth the fruit of 

good works, may of thee be 

plenteously rewarded; through 

Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

For many of you, you might not rec-

ognize this as being the Collect of the 

Day for the “Twenty-fifth Sunday af-

ter Trinity” or the “Sunday Next Be-

fore Advent”. However, some of you, 

particularly the 8:00 a.m. regulars and 

the Thursday faithful may recognize it 

as the Collect for the Sunday before 

Advent from the Book of Common 

Prayer (page 259) and said every year 

on Stir-up Sunday. You should know 

that the Collect as printed above was 

actually copied by me from a copy of 

a book “Common Prayer” belonging 

to F.W. Fleming, Oak Dene. Bromley 

St. Derby, England. While no date of 

publication exists, it was the book of 

common prayer used by my Great-

Grandfather in his home during the late 

1870’s and likely into the 1930’s well after 

the family’s move to Canada in 

1913. 

Today we know “Stir-Up Sunday” 

as The Reign of Christ Sunday, 

and occasionally Stewardship 

Sunday. Both of these events are 

certainly something to be stirred 

up about. Recognizing our Lord Jesus as a 

King who has dominion over us all, is a 

great achievement. As for Stewardship, 

we are all faithful and so we all should 

give plenteously to our church with our 

resources and talents so that we might be 

plenteously rewarded. This is indeed the 

message we need for a true and painless 

Stewardship.    

“No way,” would say my grandmother 

with her firm but kind manner. Stir-up 

Sunday was the day we stirred the ingre-

dients of this year’s Christmas pudding or 

fruit cake. It would allow the flavours and 

alcohol of rum or brandy to fully perme-

ate through the mixture of fruit, flour, 

suet and the like for a full dessert to eat 

and share. She insisted that the ministers 

and priests received divine guidance that 

would mandate the rules for cooking and 

baking as well various other rituals and 

rules associated with Christmas. For me 

this was as perfect as I truly believe 

Christmas must be prepared for and tra-

ditions observed including eating Christ-

mas Pudding.  Ω 

Wisdom in Christmas pudding 

Today we know 

“Stir-Up Sun-

day” as The 

Reign of Christ 

Sunday, and 

occasionally 

Stewardship 

Sunday. Both of 

these events are 

certainly some-

thing to be 

stirred up 

about.  
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BY THE REV. DR. GILLIAN BRECKENRIDGE 

Earlier this year, a group of twelve people 

– both clergy and interested pa-

rishioners – met in the crypt to 

pray together, and to seek God’s 

guidance on whether we should 

begin a new service at St. Au-

gustine’s. We met over several 

months and were encouraged by 

the sense of God’s Spirit with us as we 

discussed possible “alternative” services 

that could offer 

a fresh expres-

sion of Anglican 

worship in our 

community. 

Some in the 

group were reg-

ulars at the Sat-

urday evening 

services that 

ran for many 

years and some 

members of the 

group were relatively new to our congrega-

tion. There was a strong sense of the need 

for a place where people could 

come to worship in a setting that 

was less formal and structured; in a 

group that was smaller and more 

intimate; and for a community-

within-the-community that could 

offer connection and care about 

one another’s lives in a way that can be diffi-

cult in a larger worship context. 

After much discussion and prayer, the group 

decided that the best next step in our dis-

cernment process was to try out some ser-

vices in a way that was open to the whole 

community. In October, November, and 

December of this year, that is what we are 

doing, with three very distinct services of-

fered, largely planned and put together by 

lay people in the parish, with support from 

clergy.  

In October, we gathered together for a Ta-

ble Eucharist. This service was held in the 

crypt and we gathered for a potluck 

together, with the Eucharist as part 

of the meal itself. Volunteers laid the 

tables with fall-coloured cloths and 

decorations, and the (homemade) 

bread and wine were placed at the 

centre. In the spirit of a potluck 

where everyone contributes some-

thing to the meal, we also had many 

people contributing to our worship 

together; writing and leading us in 

our collect, leading us in prayer, 

reading the scripture, serving the 

Adventures in alternative worship 

Table Eucharist in the Crypt, October 30 

Sunday Nights @ St. Augustine’s 
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Eucharist and offering the dismissal. We had some 

musicians who led us in a few songs throughout the 

meal, and in place of the sermon, we were led in a 

form of lectio divina.  

In November, we had a contemporary Eucharist ser-

vice. This service was perhaps 

most like the Sunday/Saturday 

evening services that ran for 

many years at St. Augustine’s. We 

had a worship band lead us in 

several songs, the Eucharist was 

celebrated at a table on the floor 

in front of the chancel steps, and 

we had a faith talk with clergy 

response in place of a sermon. 

This service was informal and intimate. And despite 

the lack of running water in the building that day (!) 

we still managed to gather for coffee and Timbits in 

the narthex following the service. 

Our final of these three services will be held on the 

fourth Sunday in Advent – December 18. This will be 

a service of Taize music and prayer. Taize music is 

named after the ecumenical Christian monastic com-

munity in Burgundy, France where people from 

across the world gather to pray. This music is beauti-

ful, often comprised of short musical phrases that repeat 

over and over, with rich harmonies that are easy to pick 

up. This forms a kind of communal musical base over 

which instruments and choral cantors can soar. This ser-

vice will be held by candlelight in the chancel: the choir 

and musical area directly in front of the high altar. Please 

do join us for this final service on Sun-

day, December 18 at 6 p.m.  

We are keen to hear your feedback on 

which services you attended and 

whether you would be interested in 

any of them being offered on a more 

regular basis. The group will meet 

again once all three services have been 

offered and a decision will be made at 

that point about whether, when, and how often to con-

tinue with any or all of these services.  

It has been a true joy this year working with this group 

and sensing God’s voice and call together. I am im-

mensely encouraged by – and grateful to – all those in 

our parish who have been a part of this discernment 

group and who have put in a lot of work planning and 

leading these services. I am excited to see what the next 

step in this journey together will be and what God has 

for us in the New Year! Ω 

T H E R E  W A S  A  S T R O N G  

S E N S E  O F  T H E  N E E D  F O R  

A  P L A C E  W H E R E  P E O P L E  

C O U L D  C O M E  T O  W O R -

S H I P  I N  A  S E T T I N G  

T H A T  W A S  L E S S  F O R M A L  

A N D  S T R U C T U R E D . . .  
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Advent Stories S U N D A Y  S C H O O L  A D V E N T  B O O K  

W I S H  L I S T  

 The Promise and the Light by Katy 

Morgan 

 Silver Packages: An Appalachian 

Christmas Story by Cynthia Rylant 

 The Carpenter’s Gift by David 

Rubel 

 Christmas Tapestry by Patri-

cia Polacco 

 The Little Shepherd by Eliza-

beth Jaeger 

 A Cold Night: A Christmas Fable by 

Emanuele Bertossi 

 The Worst Christmas Ever by Kath-

leen Long Bostrom 

 Mary’s Song by Lee Bennett Hopkins 

 Home by Another Way: A Christmas 

Story by Barbara Brown Taylor 

 Song of the Stars: A Christmas Story 

by Sally Lloyd Jones 

 This is the Stable by Cynthia Cotton 

 Room for a Little One: A Christmas 

Tale by Martin Waddell 

 The Jolly Christmas Postman by Alan 

Ahlberg 

 Who Built the Stable?: A Nativity 

Poem by Ashley Bryan 

 I Got the Christmas Spirit by Connie 

Schofield-Morrison 

 The Last Straw by Fredrick H. Thury 

 Humphrey’s First Christmas by Carol 

Heyer 

 S is for Snowman: God’s Wintertime 

Alphabet by Kathy-Jo Wargin 

BY WENDY DOHERTY,                                        

CHILDREN & FAMILY MINISTRIES 

Our Sunday School is doing a 

Book Drive throughout Advent. 

If your family has a treasured 

children’s book you enjoy read-

ing during the Advent season, 

please consider donating a copy 

to our Sunday School. All 

throughout Advent we will be reading 

these stories together to help us prepare 

our hearts for Christmas. (Side note: We 

would love to have a few special guest 

storytellers to come read with us during 

this time as well. Please let us know if 

you are interested in that.) Our wish list 

is shown here as well as on the Chil-

dren’s Ministry bulletin 

board in the 

church Nar-

thex. Please 

add your 

book title 

to the list if 

it is not 

already listed 

(or email Miss 

Wendy at wen-

dy@staug.org to add it 

for you). This will prevent us from getting 

multiple copies of the same book. If you 

would rather make a financial donation 

and have us purchase a book in your 

name, you can e-transfer the church at 

givings@staug.org noting the funds are 

for the book drive or you can drop off 

monies at the church office. Thank you 

and have a blessed Advent!  Ω 

 
HEARD IN SUNDAY SCHOOL 

Little Boy:  Teacher!  Teacher!  Have you had 

some birthdays since I last saw you? 

Miss Wendy:  Yes!  I did!  My birthday was 

just a couple of weeks ago. 

Little Boy:  Thought so.  I sure can tell.  
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BY TONY KUMMER 

Tony Kummer is an author focused on ministry to children. 

This excerpt is shared with the permission of the author as 

stated on his website: https://ministry-to-children.com/god-is-

in-the-church-nursery/ 

Where is God on Sunday morning? Of course, God is 

everywhere. We know that God is enthroned in the 

praises of his people. (Psalm 22:3) When we gather to 

worship – God is with us. 

We know that God is there when we pray. Jesus said, 

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, 

there am I among them.” (Matthew 18:20) When we 

pray – God is with us. 

We know that God is there 

when his Word is read, 

preached, loved and 

obeyed. The Lord says, “I 

am watching over my word 

to perform it.” (Jeremiah 

1:12) When the Bible 

speaks – God is with us. 

We know that God is eve-

rywhere. “Can a man hide 

himself in secret places so 

that I cannot see him? de-

clares the Lord . Do I not 

fill heaven and earth? de-

clares the Lord .” (Jeremiah 

23:24) “The eyes of the 

Lord are in every place, 

keeping watch on the evil 

and the good.” (Proverbs 

15:3) No matter where we 

go – God is with us. 

But did you know that God is back in the church nurse-

ry? “And Jesus took a child and put him in the midst of 

them, and taking him in his arms, he said to them, 

“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives 

me, and whoever receives me, receives not me but him 

who sent me.” (Mark 9:36-37) When you welcome a 

child in the name of Jesus you welcome Jesus himself. 

When we minister to children – God is with us. 

If you wonder why so many people are blessed by serv-

ing in the church nursery. Now you know – God is 

there.  

God is in the Church Nursery 
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that first year. Judith related that 

they had assumed that Rachel, being 

four, would not be impacted as 

much. “But she was impacted! That 

was a difficult year.”  

It was the people at St. Augustine’s, 

though, who helped Judith find her 

footing – a kind word or an empa-

thetic question from “the saints” of 

the parish. The family also received 

support from another source: after 

having been away for two years, the 

McCuaigs approached Judith and 

James about re-

turning to St. 

Augustine’s.  

“To have some-

one who was a 

previous rector 

there to guide us was wonderful,” 

says James. 

Becoming a minister had not been 

an obvious path for James. For sev-

eral years he had worked as a pro-

fessional actor in Vancouver and 

England. James was involved in a few 

different parishes while in the UK, a 

time he describes as a faith-building 

period. Both in England and when he 

returned to Vancouver, however, James 

says he was frustrated that he couldn’t 

be as involved in his parish as he would 

like to, due to touring in various plays. 

Growing up in a family of committed 

Christians, James always felt he’d had an 

identity in the church, though he hadn’t 

thought about entering the ministry. 

Meanwhile, in James’ home library, he 

says, “amid the scripts and books about 

actors, books about theology began to 

predominate.” 

“I realized the only way to find out 

whether this would be a path for me was 

to go to a theological college.” He came 

back from England, then, and applied to 

Wycliffe College at the University of To-

ronto. At the end of the program, three 

years later, James received an answer. 

Yes, this is my calling. “I love being a parish 

priest.” 

The many areas of overlap in Judith and 

James’ lives became evident after they 

met. They had both pursued acting and 

James enjoys a glass of 
wine at the Harvest Din-
ner on Oct. 22 – a cele-
bration of his ministry 
and career achievements.  

At the Dinner, Mary Lee 
Voort won a spectacular 
fall flower arrangement 
donated by Flowers on 
9th.   
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had spent time in Calgary and Vancouver. Both had 

felt the strain of pursuing a vocation in which they, as 

Christians, were a minority. When they did meet, it 

was through a mutual acquaintance, Ron Reed. Judith 

was in Vancouver working for Reed’s Pacific Theatre 

Company, whose mandate was to tell stories in-

formed by people’s faith. James attended a play and 

was intrigued by Judith’s bio in the program. Reed 

introduced them and, Judith notes, accompanied 

them on their first date.  

Judith had also been raised in a Christian family. The 

church she grew up in, however, did not encourage 

acting or the theatre. Eventually, as her gifts in these 

areas became evident, Judith found she felt more at 

home in the Anglican Church, which embraced this 

large part of who she is. 

“I began attending 

the Anglican 

Church while I 

was dating James, 

and I came to 

every service dur-

ing Holy Week 

with my mother,” 

Judith shared. “It 

felt good.”  

From the begin-

ning James appre-

ciated Judith’s fresh perspective: 

“Judith would see something that 

a ‘cradle Anglican’ might take for 

granted. There were times she would ask why we 

would do certain things and I would think, ‘yeah, 

that’s a good question.’”  

James recounted a time when Judith glanced at St. 

Augustine’s budget before the AGM: “Having come 

from a church with a strong missionary background, 

Judith looked at the spreadsheet and asked, ‘Where is 

the mission stuff?’ It invited the question ‘What are we 

doing outside of our walls?’ And ‘How is that commit-

ment reflected in our spending?’ I became sensitive to 

that issue. This kind of cross-pollination has had an 

impact over the years.” 

Their partnership is evident even when they speak. 

Where some couples complete each other’s sentenc-

es, though, James and Judith often complete and com-

plement each other’s paragraphs.  

“A big part of Judith’s ministry at St. Augustine’s has 

been the plays: writing and producing plays for 23 

years,” starts James. “It was a great way to get to 

know all the kids,” continues Judith. “It was important 

to me that all the church would see the children’s 

names in the leaflet.”  

Reflecting on major events at the church, James and 

Judith discuss the amalgamation of St. Mary’s and St. 

Augustine’s as a challenging period, but one marked by 

grace. Other milestones include the addition to the 

building and celebrations honouring the parish’s 120th 

and 125th anniversaries. 

In the 2000s James was on the executive committee of 

Synod, the governing body of the Anglican Church of 

Canada, for two consecutive three-year terms. For 

one term, Judith had also been elected as a diocesan 

representative to General Synod. It was a particularly 

James responds during 
the presentation that 
followed the Dinner.  

Parishioners and friends 
from near and far join in 
expressing their apprecia-
tion to James, Judith and 
Rachel.  
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contentious period for the Anglican Church and James 

felt gratitude that Judith was also attending. 

“Going together was a gift.”  

During his Synod tenure, James was asked to serve on 

the committee that considered nominations for the An-

glican Award of Merit. It was at this point that he advo-

cated for St. Augustine’s parishioner Eddy Nishida to 

receive the honour.  

“Eddy is the only Albertan to have received that 

award,” which is granted once every three years at 

General Synod. “He used to share his experience of 

coming to the Christian faith when he was interned as 

a prisoner of war in the Kootenays. Eddy had contract-

ed tuberculosis and while speaking of the time he spent 

in the TB ward said, ‘I heard a lot of people die. I no-

ticed the Christians died differently.’” 

As the interview draws to a close, Judith says she will 

be heading back up to Calgary the next day. James will 

remain in Lethbridge to preside over a funeral. Rachel 

plans to bring work along and keep her mother compa-

ny in Calgary.  

When asked if there was anything further they would 

like to share, James responds: “I’d just repeat that our 

partnership in the Gospel was essential to anything that 

was done. I’m so grateful to God for Judith, and that 

we could share in ministry the way we have.” Ω 

Editor’s note: Subsequent to the completion of this story, 

Judith’s mother, Anne Buchan, passed away on November 

18 at the age of 88.  


