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‘- since | reti EdgecombeSreen is a co
ry
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faculty at the University of o O0Then t hknowe i s

Guild, along with Harriet and
Nikki Gordon.

INSIDE Lethbridge. The interview 0 b e Your Churghr oj ect . 6 F
Thillis o150 that follows reveals this kind " gustineds Qes on fa list several of the St
of understatementtobea ypriangs c o r%nlembers Vg t'heyparlsh W
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ners that adorn the sanctu-
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oOTher e
some changes to
both the Consti-

tution and the
Canons, most of
which were at-

tempts to unify

language, update

terminology and
clean up redun-

danci ¢

< RA WIWA™WI(" 1 X
Report from Synod 79

The 79" Convention of Synod of the Anglican oyr theme was Growing as Disciples of Jesus in a
Diocese of Calgary was held on October 13 posgvodern World, and in every presentation, we

and 14, 2023. 1t was pdu@ théu§movoRidg idSds of hod dvé & Ciftis
Church in Okotoks. For those o tians in the Diocese of Calgary can do just
who are new Anglicans, synods N thatd grow ourselves, grow our service
are important to the governance 245 ‘ EE8  within our parishes and grow in outreach
of the Anglican Church at the di- % =2

% '--'," = l‘; ; to a world that is slowly turning back to-

) _ L 8 e wards the Churdie were challenged in
tional levels. Diocesan synods are g Archbishop Greg's address on Friday night
normally held once every three to listen to the Spirit's voice and to be will-
years, though they sometimes can ing to trust in Christ to leads.John

occur more often. The 78 Synod occurred  Bowen of Wycliffe University offered seven signs of
during lockdown restrictions and was held viahope for the church, and encouraged us to come

Zoom, so it felt good to be able to gather in - ynto Jesus as disciples, and to be "yoked" with Him,
person to hear and receive reports, worship - a5 He leads us in ministry.

together, share meals, and vote on several
motions.

ocesan (local), provincial, and na

Still on the theme of mission, some very en-
couraging reports were offered in the following
Del egates from St. Auddd: IntideRoBsOMinisttieB @he WéheIlqui Du-

Catherine Ball, Barbara EdgecorrBeeen, randd Archdeacon for Indigenous Ministries)
Brad Gillespie, Leonard Lorenz, The Rev. Stewissional Coaching (Ven. Dr. Pilar Gateman),
ve Bateman and the Rev. Dr. Gillian Brecken- Ministry Develop-
ridge. S ment (our own
The (our own,
From the outset, - The Rev. Br. Jason
collegiality and € 9 Angl ICan Carroll), The Rev.
goodwill were in 1 Elizabeth Short
evidence @ Dlocese Of Calgary (Parish Health Fa-

throughout the cilitator) and The
proceedings. Of course, this does not mean Rev. Daniel Joseph (Church Planter).

that everyone agreed on everything, only thatThere were some changes to both the Consti-
conversations were well seasoned with graceytion and Canons, most of which were at-
We were also encouraged by those outside  tempts to unify language, update terminology
of our diocese as greetings were brought  and clean up redundancies. Two of the more
from the Roman Catholic Diocese of Calgary, sypstantive motions involved the lowering of
the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada, the minimum age limit for Church Wardens to
The Moravian Church of Canada and our 18 years (from 21), in keeping with modern
brothers and sisters in the Diocese of the legal requirements. The minimum age to be on
Windward Islands. Parish Council was lowered from 18 to 16

| was very encouraged by the ongoing emphaY€ars, which is also the age at which someone is

keynote speaker set the tone as is evidenced IONers.

by this quote from the October 18 edition of = Accurate and ugo-date financial statements
our diocesan newsletter:
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were received thanks to the tireless efforts of our own Ka- Clergy and Lay Representatives to Diocesan Council for

ren Larsen. This too, has a huge impact on our missionasaour regi on (called a deanery
Diocese. Karen has announced that she will be retiring as | will take up the role of Clergy Representative and Barba-
Diocesan Treasurer. Congratulations, Karen, on a wonderfulra Edgecomé&sreen will be the Lay Representative.

job these past several years! She remains active in the Dio- If you have questions, our Synod Delegates are ready and
cese with the Administration and Finance Committee, and OquIIing to discuss them. Please continue to pray for the

Diocesan Council. It is noteworthy that Richard Willams, Anglican Diocese of Calgary and the parishes within it. The

also from St. Augustineds, Hfchgeddrenlge bt Sohre h@dpgdiufifed d t O 1

ministration and Finance Committee.
Your Rector,

Steve

Sanctuary Guild, continued...

made by Muriel McCuaig who has remained an active  took a position in Lethbridge as a child and adult psychiatrist.

There was one other outcome of local significance: Both the

member of St. Augusti ne6s Parightonersavil ereembet Wagne,rwbotwas veryreetive in o f
her husband and former rector, Allan McCuaig. the music ministry, especially at the Saturday evening ser-
0The Sanctuary Guil dds ma choesr’ whrerg flleénlay{adsthepl%no %ng t(ralepStaeerl oEI{umf or ea
service: prepare the wafers, wine, mark Bible readings, pit Musi ¢ was his owtWMagtned pil afylee
up hymn numbers, etc. As the seasons of the church organ in his church when he w

.change: we change the blanners and thhe irontal }|1n St. MOH—'Iarriet then recouhnts how they met at university in ‘Lrinida%:
i cads. We c¢cl ean the churc O’HeOIV\)aSt L€ vaoaodq eonAntgt]q ching l\/ﬂ/

prepare for funerals, weddings, confirmation, baptism, all

that special behinthees c enes st uf f . 6
A A A

was raised Roman Catholic. As Wayne was so entrenched in
the church, we got married in the Anglican Church and the
children were baptised Anglican. When they were young we
The Edwards family first avauldgometineslake one’childto the Andlicardchurch,the 2 0
when Harrietds husband, the Il ate Dr. Wayne_Edwards,

409

2T LINBLI NAY3I 0KS OKdzZNOK FT2NJ 62 NAKALI

¢CKS 22&FdAf &Sl O02YL}X SE ul aj
fGK2dAK fFNBSS Aa y2i GKS FdzZt O02YLX SYSy

¢KS aANRdzL) aK2gy KSNBZ |

THE HIPPO HERALD



PAGE 4

Why Is Christmas celebrated on

favourites (e.g., Clement of Alexandria favored April

6, while Tertullian favored March 25) which made the
possible dates for Jesusds
January 6. In fact, the early front runner was January

6, or what would become Epiphany.

The second theory seemed to come out of further
specul ation about Jesus0s
nation. As the Church contemplated the idea afi@w
creatiorbeginning with the Incarnation of the Son,
speculation turned to thin
coincided with the date of creation of the world. In

In all probability, December 25 was chosen as the datetot he t hird century a number of
celebrate Jesusds birth b eofthehistery of theavorld, ware producetljintludindgnseverada t h
by early church writers (e.g., Hippolytus of Rome and Sextus
Julius Africanus). In the§ihronicqrthe date of the creation

of the world was determined to be March 25, though they
disagreed about the year. With that information in hand, the

The popular modern theory that the early Church chose
the date of Christmas to counter the ancient pagan cele-
brations of Saturnalia or the Sol Invictus festival is unsup-
ported by the witness of history.

Instead, what we see isthatasearly , ;r4 THAT INFO R- dgt.de .c;]fh dJesfuhsos_ ! ?car A
as the late second century, the coincide with the date of the creathn 0
MATION IN HAND, THE the world on March 25, and thus, nine

Church was debating the date of
Jesusds biconsensts b WtA TtEh adF aJ Es us o s [MQnBsiater, on December 25, Jesus must

(o have been born.
celebrate his birth on December25 A1/ 0N WAS ARGUED

only occurred in the fourth century. What appears to have happened, then, is

L . TO COINCIDE WITH THE .
Initially, the Church did look to the that a consensus was achieved for March
Nativity accounts in the Gospelsof DATE OF THE CREATION 25 as the date of Jesl
Matthew and Luke to determinethe o r THE WORLD ... cause it coincided withoththe Incarnation
date of his birth, but since there are and his crucifixion ar

no definitive clues from the Gospels, the early Church hadof birth was established as December 25. Theonicoof

to find a different way to determine the date. Two theories Furius Dionysius Filocalus (354 AD), for example, is the first
emerged. of ficial record of Jesus®&s bi
Rome in 336 AD. And through the fourth century, more and

tion about the prophets, which surmised that the day of more western bishops, theologians, popes and emperors be-
gan to refer to December 25 a

their death coincided with the day of their conception. On ] i i
birth. By the second Council of Tours in 566 AD it was de-

the basis of that tradition, and knowing that Jesus died on lared that th i iod b b ber 25 and J
the Passover, it must mean his birth occurred nine monthsC &€ that the entire period between December 25 and Janu-

after the date of his death (i.e., the date of his conception).ary 6 ((;hnstmas and Eplphany) was to be celebrated as i
Using available calendars and secular histories, they at- Christ .ma stide. From that poin
tempted to calculate the ylyecgl?bratgc*m tGeé/v§sde£n§gurcEan)%c?n}b?_r %57 I%tHe’ a
then the date of the Passover in that year. A number of Eastern Church however, both Christmas and Epiphany con-
dates were proposed, but March 25 and April 6 were the tinued to t.)e celgbrated on January 6 (the early front runper!),

and remains so in the Orthodox church to the present day.

The first theory was likely based on an older Jewish tradi-
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A S m al I ki n d mﬁss,how our church can best sup-

BY RACHEL ROBINSON

ing is an act of courage. Being
ignored can be unpleasant, being‘ }
the centre of attention can be 4

mertifying,

trust the people you meet to
strike a balance between the two.
However, longtime members of

an

a parish can struggle with the
same problem from the other side. Will a
newcomer feel singled out if you say hello?

What do you talk about? And what if the per-
newcomer

son

As

t he

i snodot a

coordi

nator

comers Ministry, Carol Young has thought

deeply
make someone feel welcome without feeling

about

t hese

so welcome that they want to run out the

door .

0

The fear and isolation of the past few years

WELCOMES

THE HIPPO HERALD
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Carol Young

have made this
fine art even
harderi many of
us are under-
standably more
sensitive to new
environments
than we were in
2019. So when
Carol stepped
into this role last
February, she
began by spend-
ing time in con-
versation with
newcomers and
in prayer, work-

00One of

t he

things

t hat

o ing to newcomers is the hardest thing for them is
Walking into a new church on a Sunday mor-pqt coming into the churchi they feel welcome,

(to

cuses

on

they feel fine during the servidei t 0 s
the service and going down those stairs
coffee

thoRlsWUHHS miles! 6

These insights helped Carol and her team
of greeters cultivate an approach that fo-
mporta

ot he i

son feel welcomed without feeling over-

whel med.

0

Every

Sun

hour) .

aft

It 6

day,

in the narthex for twenty minutes before the
sgryice beginsWhen they see someone new,
they introduce themselves, welcome them, and

0 foffer th accofphlyther tb Ebffed Four NrgnY -

newcomer is interested, the greeter will meet up

I Sydtfem afterdhe befiite, take thdmbwna r t

stairs and introduce them to a few people. If the
newcomer just wants to slip out the door, that is

perfectly fine too.

Greeters also hand out gift bags containing choc-
olates, notepaper and a nice pen. Carol makes
sure that visitors get the gift whether or not they

to
t he

pl an
mat e

return:
power

ol t
of a

0s i m
s mal

that, no matter their circumstances, they felt wel-

comed at

St .

August

i neds

Of course, offering such hospitality to a stranger
can be daunting. | ask Carol for advice for parish-
ioners who may be shy about approaching a visi-

tor . OFi

r

st

of all -

youod

minute conversation. Your conversation is two

mi nut es,

0

she

says.

oDi f

ent styles. For someone who is a shy person
coming for the first time approached by someone

whoos

and | 6d

shy

and
i ke

qui et
to wel

CONTINUED PAGE 12 >
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alone my
soul waits in
silence;
from him
comes my
vat

s al

Psalm 61:1

cou#, 2
Learning to

BY THE REV. DR. GILL IAN BRECKENRIDGE

ou\usg! 3"

u
W m to clear the busyness of our lives
jdsfor a momend to lay down the

busyness of our lives, the griefs and the losses,
the anxieties and concerns that occupy us, and

We are an impatient people. Waiting does not with which it is so easy for us to hold God and

come easily to us. Our world does
not encourage us to stop and to be
still - to take time in the midst of
our busy lives, to take time to
breathe, to quiet our minds, and to
wait.

This is the spiritual discipline that we

are called to in the season of Advent. And, if
we will embrace it, if we will embrace the still-
ness at the core of our spirits, God can make
this waiting a gift to us: water on parched
ground, light in the darkest of places.

Our world teaches us that to stop and to wait
is to waste time, to lose time. It teaches us
that to be still is to be unproductive, to be
passive. But God reminds us
in the season of Ad-
vent that to
wait is to

Godds | ove for us at

When we learn to wait, to be still even
in our busyness and our pain, we allow
God to minister to us and to our
hearts. And he will. Because the truth
of our faith is that we are loved, fully
and completely, and without reserva-
tion, even now, even in our grief and our strug-
gles, even in our anxieties and in our broken-
ness: even as we wait.

And so | encourage you this Advent season to

learn to wait. To find a few minutes each day to

set aside for God. And | encourage you not to
fildl it Donot read, don
sic. Just be. Make space. And trust that God will

use it and that he will meet you in it.

In Advent we remember how deeply the world
is broken, how much we need the coming of
God to dwell with us. We wait for the light of
God to step into our broken world. And we
remember Goddés holy
dayoevery valley shall
mountain and hill made low; the rough ground

shall become level, the rugged places a plain.

And the glory of the Lord will be revealed, and

al |l peopl e wi(lsdiah40eba) i t t

pron
be

We are not without hope. And we do not wait
for fulfilment of the
alone. We travel this
very spirit dwells with us.

go
ro

Because we wait for the one who was, and is,
and is to come. And he promises us that he is
making all things new. Thanks be to God.
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|oner givings are higher than they have been for the
F I n an C I a l ’ p at three years although still not quite up to the pre
pandemic level, which was $358,362 on October 31, 2019.
BY CATHY GILLESPIE, On the expenses side, most categories are within budget
TREASURER so far, and in total, are slightly below the teronth budg-

et target.
STEWARDSHIP 2024

With the end of the year quickly approaching, this is
the time of year when we turn our attention to
developin next yearos op
Will need&o agzouﬁt goplncr%asmg &osf i many

budget categories in order to maintain church facili-

ties and ministries at the current level. Unfortunately,
we have little (if any) control over many of the expenses
that tend to increase, such as insurance, utilities and sup-
plies. Our objective, which will be challenging, is to contin-
ue reducing the amount of deficit that we budget for in

the Operating Fund.

The annual stewardship envelopes have recently.
been distributed to parishioners. If by chance yof
havendt received one,
able in the narthex. Please read the enclosed stew-
ardship letter, prayerfully consider your response N |
and kindly return the response card at your earliest con—’ V
venience if you have not already done so. If you prefer, in-
stead of returning the card, you may email your response
information togivings@staug.org . This information, used
collectively, provides a key indication of what total church
givings will be in 2024, assisting with development of next
year s operating budget andYaurfinagcilgivigginsupped of te opgsationasiohthen g .

church is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions
OPERATING FUND UPDAT E about options for giving or
| am pleased to report that church operating incomedate please feel free to contact me by leaving a message at the
is very close to the budget target for October 31. Total pa-  church office. ¥

‘-IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.O

.
- Year to-date Last year to-date .
. (October 31 2023) (October 31 2022) 2023 Budget .
| |
= Parishioner givings $ 350,626 $ 329,710 $ 471,850 a
: Other income 19,033 8,784 53,650 :
= Federal wage subsidy 0 4,906 0 =
s Total income 369,659 343,400 525,500
| |
. Staffing expenses $ 274,019 $ 266,070 $ 331,200 .
: Administration & apportionment 97,606 92,066 118,100 :
»  Facility expenses 63,164 60,295 77,650 u
= Christian education & outreach 12,851 10,681 18,550 &
= Total expenses 447,640 429,112 545,500 =
| |
| |

" Net deficit $ (77,981) $ (85,712) $ (20,000) E
. .

4 EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERS

ysitnyo sogaulisnbny 1S = H3IMSNVY
THE HIPPO HERALD
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't /N9 9] Sdurd teBhyicians /g0 :=zhni-
cians, choir members and other musicians arrive
I: h L ’ftchurch to start preparing and rehearsing for
ro m t e d :00 AM service. Clergy are still there from
the 8:00 AM service. The sound techs get to
BY BRAD GILLESPIE wor k. This morningds ser:
't §s 1 0YoO &rivedl bt the church a  Musician by the left prayer desk and both guitar
few minutes ago, and are settled into your and bass for the gradual hymn. Microphones must
favorite pew. You hear one of our 4 X be placed, cables unfurled and plugged into
ministers say o0f e apgropriate channel, and adjustments
Please stand. Our opening hymn [ pm Made for the height of the performer.
i yl\éa[y Lee gefsup her own piano micro-

will beéd You t
phone, so a quick check on the connec-

how nice it is that every word can gy _ _ A
be heard, and the PnhnbiepyarAAngt 8 back wu

the ears necessary because the over- The loft has changed significantly in the last few

head speakers make Se8ry WherelsPrebiid thérd viaddhésouh® i ¢ €

crystal clear. mixing board and some handbell tables and equip-
AT ment there, now there is a small but comprehen-
sive television and sound studio. The original
Soundcraft K2 mixing board is still there, but so is
some hitec new equipment. There is a powerful
media computer, paired with a remote camera
controller and two screens to allow video opera-
tors to see what theyore
video cameras pointing at the high altar to give
video operators a panoramic view of the sanctu-
ary, and to allow the liwstream sound tech to
see what is happening during the service. In the
elevator alcove is my personal favorite, an Allen &
Heath GL 4000 mixing and recording sound board
with all the knobs and dials any techie geek could
desire! (thatdés me). The
studio reference monitors to allow live listening of
what ds being broadcast o0

It's 9:58 AM. You sit down in front of your  jnch Tv screen showing what the camera is seeing
computer, phone or tablet, and in a few sec- in the sanctuary.

onds youbve brought wup the St. Augustineds
channel on YouTube. At the strike of ten you This sound system was designed and assembled by

hear one of our ministers wishing the Congre_system architect and head operator David Hignell.

gation good momning and asking themto St . Augustineds is fortul

stand for the opening hymn and procession. N@Vv e such skills availabl
Every word is clear, and as the choir proceSS_allows us to provide sonic clarity for our services,

es into range of the overhead microphones, funerals, and oneff events in the Crypt or
their voices fill your speakers, and the sound church hall.
is glorious. Of course with such a system in place, sound




WINTER 2023 PAGE 9

technicians are needed to make it work. This is where a All too soon the service is over and the techs need to disas-
dedicated group of volunteers makes the magic happen. semble the equipment that has been used. Sound techs need
We presently have seven sound technicians in our group to shut off their boards, camera and screen, reclaim and safely
of volunteers. David, Drusilla, Barry, Richard, Michael, Rastore microphones used, gather and store cables, and move
chel and me. Each Sunday two sound operators are needimicrophone booms to their proper place. Sound boards must
ed. One operator mixes the sound in the sanctuary, and be covered to protect them from dust, and the main system
one mixes the sound being sent out in the live stream powered down.

over YouTube. Both operators need to be attentive, antic- Another service is over. Coffee beckons. The operator sched-

|paFory and alert. Human voices and musical instruments ule is checked for next Sunday, and we look forward to doing
being as they are, an operator needs to be prepared to it all again!V

very quickly respond to adjust volume differences between

speakers. Musicians can have vastly differentlevelsof EDI TOR6S NOTE: The |l oft i s al
sound, and operators need to ensure that volumes are  €r team that makes our livestream video possible. Watch for their
neither too loud nor faint. story in an upcoming issue.

Big winners at the Harvest Dinne

On October 28, the
parishds annu
Dinner delivered on
great food, jovial fellow-
ship and some very hap-
py door prize winners.
All of the prizes were
donated by local mer-
1\ chants and included
(clockwise from top left)
a bouquet from Flowers
on 9th, a bottle of wine
from The Wine Cavern,
' a $25 gift card from the
Milk Man Milk Bar, a
[ candy bouquet from

i/ | How Sweet Inc., a gift
basket from London
Road Market and 2 x
$25 gift cards from Top
Pizza. St. Au
grateful to these gener-
ous businesses in our
community.

THE HIPPO HERALD



